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Abstract

In summary, the Function of religion within the total cultural context of the
Middle Eastern, Far Eastern and Western culture, can be characterized as fol-
lows: |

1- In the Middle East and in the Far East religion is the dominant force and it
has a powerful psychological influence; in the west; Thes functions has great-
ly declined.

2- On the popular level of the supernatural aspect, int the Far East and in the
Middle East religion is polytheo-demonistic; in the West this character of reli-
gion is on the wane with the decline of folk cultures. On the higher doctrinary
level, in the Far East religion is non theistic and non creedal, in the Middle
East and in the West it is both theistic and creedal.

3- Religion in the Far East is characterized by the absence of religio-centrism;
in the Middle East and in the West there is a high degree of religio-centrism,
with intolerance and scorn of other religions.

4- As to teleological wrientation, in the Far East Religion has a distinctly
other wordly orientation; in the Middle East and in the West Religion is char-

acterized by a dual orientation towards both this world and the other world.
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